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Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, I am not re-
corded on rollcall Nos. 510 and 511. I was un-
avoidably detained and therefore could not
vote for this legislation. Had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on both rollcall votes.

f

STEENS MOUNTAIN COOPERATIVE
MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION
ACT OF 2000
Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, by

direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 609 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 609
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4828) to des-
ignate wilderness areas and a cooperative
management and protection area in the vi-
cinity of Steens Mountain in Harney County,
Oregon, and for other purposes. The first
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. General debate shall be
confined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Resources. After general
debate the bill shall be considered for
amendment under the five-minute rule. In
lieu of the amendment recommended by the
Committee on Resources now printed in the
bill, it shall be in order to consider as an
original bill for the purpose of amendment
under the five-minute rule the amendment
in the nature of a substitute printed in the
Congressional Record and numbered 1 pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XVIII. That amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be
considered as read. During consideration of
the bill for amendment, the Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole may accord priority
in recognition on the basis of whether the
Member offering an amendment has caused
it to be printed in the portion of the Con-
gressional Record designated for that pur-
pose in clause 8 of rule XVIII. Amendments
so printed shall be considered as read. The
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole
may: (1) postpone until a time during further
consideration in the Committee of the Whole
a request for a recorded vote on any amend-
ment; and (2) reduce to five minutes the min-
imum time for electronic voting on any post-
poned question that follows another elec-
tronic vote without intervening business,
provided that the minimum time for elec-
tronic voting on the first in any series of
questions shall be 15 minutes. At the conclu-
sion of consideration of the bill for amend-
ment the Committee shall rise and report
the bill to the House with such amendments
as may have been adopted. Any Member may
demand a separate vote in the House on any
amendment adopted in the Committee of the
Whole to the bill or to the amendment in the
nature of a substitute made in order as origi-
nal text. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Mrs. MYRICK) is recog-
nized for 1 hour.

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, for
purposes of debate only, I yield the cus-

tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. HALL); pending which I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only.

Madam Speaker, yesterday the Com-
mittee on Rules met and granted an
open rule for H.R. 4828, the Steens
Mountain Wilderness Act. The rule
waives all points of order against con-
sideration of the bill. The rule provides
for 1 hour of general debate to be
equally divided between the chairman
and the ranking minority member of
the Committee on Resources.

The rule makes in order as an origi-
nal bill for the purpose of amendment
the Walden amendment in the nature
of a substitute printed in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD and numbered 1, which
shall be open for amendment at any
point.

The rule authorizes the Chair to ac-
cord priority in recognition to Mem-
bers who have preprinted their amend-
ments in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
The rule allows the chairman of the
Committee of the Whole to postpone
votes during consideration of the bill,
and to reduce voting time to 5 minutes
on a postponed question if the vote fol-
lows a 15-minute vote.

Finally, the rule provides for one mo-
tion to recommit, with or without in-
structions.

Madam Speaker, H. Res. 609 is a fair
and open rule for a noncontroversial
bill. Last year, the Secretary of the In-
terior told folks in southeastern Or-
egon that the President might des-
ignate Steens Mountain as a national
monument. Steens Mountain is deserv-
ing of protection, but the local resi-
dents who live and work in the area be-
came worried their livelihoods were in
danger; that the President would im-
pose all sorts of restrictions on land
use and put them out of business.

In response to these concerns, the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN)
decided to work out a compromise so-
lution. He brought everyone to the
table, including the governor of Oregon
and the Secretary of the Interior, and
they worked out a compromise which
protects the environment and protects
ranching and recreational activities.

The entire Oregon delegation, both
Democrats and Republicans, support
this bill. Indeed, this is how legislation
should be done, and the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) deserves
credit for working hard to write a bill
that everyone can support before it
even reaches the House floor. So I urge
my colleagues to support this rule and
to support the underlying legislation.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume, and I thank the gentlewoman
from North Carolina (Mrs. MYRICK) for
yielding me the customary time.

This is an open rule. It is a bill to
protect the natural resources near
Steens Mountain in Oregon. As my col-

league from North Carolina has de-
scribed, this rule provides for 1 hour of
general debate to be equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Resources. The rule permits
amendments under the 5-minute rule.
This is the normal amending process in
the House. All Members on both sides
of the aisle will have the opportunity
to offer germane amendments.

The area near Steens Mountain is
home to unique land formations, beau-
tiful lakes, and rare and diverse plants
and wildlife. The bill designates wilder-
ness areas, wild and scenic rivers, and
other management arrangements to
preserve the area’s natural resources.

Madam Speaker, this is an open rule,
it is the normal process, the bill has bi-
partisan support, and I support the rule
and the bill.

Madam Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, I
yield back the balance of my time, and
I move the previous question on the
resolution.

The previous question was ordered.
The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

GANSKE). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 609 and rule XVIII, the Chair de-
clares the House in the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the
Union for the consideration of the bill,
H.R. 4828.

b 1211

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly, the House resolved
itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4828) to
designate wilderness areas and a coop-
erative management and protection
area in the vicinity of Steens Mountain
in Harney County, Oregon, and for
other purposes, with Mrs. BIGGERT in
the Chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the

rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER)
each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. HANSEN).

Mr. HANSEN. Madam Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Chairman, I rise in support of
H.R. 4828, the Steens Mountain Cooper-
ative Management and Protection Act
of 2000.

Madam Chairman, today we have the
opportunity to protect Steens Moun-
tain in Oregon, one of the most beau-
tiful areas in the West. What brings us
here today is nothing more than the re-
lentless efforts of the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) over the past few
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